FEBRUARY i7io-n     Journal to Stella

would leave me Jonathan as they found me; and that I
never knew a ministry do any thing for those whom they
make companions of their pleasures; and I believe you
will find it so; but I care not. I am upon a project of
getting five hundred pounds, without being obliged to
any body; but that is a secret, till I see my dearest MD;
and so hold your tongue, and don't talk, sirrahs, for I am
now about it.
18. My head has no fits, but a little disordered before
dinner; yet I walk stoutly, and take pills, and hope to
mend. Secretary St. John would needs have me dine with
him to-day, and there I found three persons I never saw,
two I had no acquaintance with, and one I did not care
for: so I left them early and came home, it being no day
to walk, but scurvy rain and wind. The secretary tells me
he has put a cheat on me; for lord Peterborow sent him
twelve dozen flasks of Burgundy, on condition that I
should have my share; but he never was quiet till they
were all gone, so I reckon he owes me thirty-six pound.
Lord Peterborow is now got to Vienna, and I must write to
him to-morrow.18 I begin now to be towards looking for
a letter from some certain ladies of Presto's acquaintance,
that live at St. Mary's,19 and are called in a certain language
our little MD. No, stay, I don't expect one these six days,
that will be just three weeks; an't I a reasonable creature?
We are plagued here20 with an October Club,21 that is, a
18  Corresp. 1.235.
19  The lodgings occupied b7 Stella and Rebecca Dingley opposite
St. Mary's Church. See pp. 4, 186, and notes.
20  Deane Swift, Essay, 1755, p. 3X9> omits 'here'.
21   See p, 159 n.17 This coterie of Tory squires began its meetings, to
talk politics and drink October ale, at the Bell Tavern in King Street,
Westminster. It attracted influential members, and its extremist character
made it a cause of anxiety to the Ministry. In his letter to Peterborough of
19 Feb. Swift tells him that the Club *is now growing up to be a party by
itself (Corresp. i. 236). For Swift's letter of Advice to the Club, published
Jan, 171 i-i 2, see p. 466 n.10 See also Prose Works, v, 3 8 5-6; and Sheridan,
Life of Swift* 1784, p. 82,
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